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s Commission has boon i - c viewed •' 
Domestic Intelligence Division, - 
the Identification Division, and 
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The Co;:un iss ion * s report sets forth the official facts of the * 
assassination of President Kennedy as we 3:nev; and reported them in 
substance to the Commission on 12-3-03, llauely, Oswald was the ,- t 

assassin, he act eel alone, his actions the product of a disturbed nincTy 
shoyxng an ( \a^ e to find a place in history, a capacity for violence, "q 
a coumitnoni to eomj.iunisu and a resen tLicnt of authority. Of eventaf v - 
immediately- f olluvving the assassination it found no evidence of any* * 
association' wi Lh or conspiracy between flu by and Oswald or among any] ^ : 
outside factors, foreign or domestic, **/ 

K_- 

In criticism it finds the Secret Service vastly inadequate 
to its assigned task in Lavembox*, 19G3, It castigates the Dallas 
Police Department for its handling of the person of Oswald subsequent' 
to his arrest and for its dealings with news media. It recognises:' ' 
.the failure of the Lee rot Service to define the criteria they needed 
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to properly protect 
.Government agencies, 



the President and to maho proper requests of 
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| * s Concerning the FDI, tlvc report states the FDI could l'.avo pro- ' 

ivided more to., the Secret Service than prompt referral of specific 
f threats to Presidential safety, ns was our policy prior to the assassi- 
nation. liiiilc not detailed on this point, it reports that the Surcau . 
j • ‘tool; an unduly'; restrict ive view of its role in protective intelligence 
[‘work prior tc the assassination." .. . , .. . . t .. . 

«a.td {ia) ' "-h-i \ • *». 
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' In i*ocoi, Modulation of procedures to improve protection of ">.* : j ( 

the President , It proposes the f ox-mat ion of a committee at cabinet 
Icvol to oversee the problems of protecting the Prosident; the ■ 
possible relocn f iosi of the duties of the Secret Servico to another ^ 

■ agency, or in the alternative the appointment of a responsible i 
position in the Treasury Department to supervise the Secret Service 
and to beep the Secretary of the Treasury informed as to its 
performance; that the facilities of Secret Service be completely over- 
hauled, including the establishment of criteria of information it _ 
needs to properly protect the President; that there be perfected a - 
closer association and liaison between the Secret Servico and all 
Federal a; Sene lets; and, finally, that the President’s physician ac - 
company him on his travels; that Congress make the assassination 
of the President and Vice President a federal criEie; that States 
Department refine procedures for dissemination of information concerning 
defectors to Soviet-bloc countries, and that representatives of the bar* 
law enforcement and .news media work more closely to establish et.iicai 
standards concerning collection and presentation to the public ©2 
information so there will be no interference with ponding criminal . , 
investigations or rights of individuals to a fair trial* Here ttte .... ... 

' Commission is not clear but the implications point to the Dallas . v . 
Police Department, killing of Oswald, conduct of news media ...TO:., 
representatives* Hark Lane* et cetera. 



: The report states that both the Secret Service and the FBI have 

professed to the Commission that the liaison between then was close ana 
fully sufficient. The Commission does not believe that the liaison be- 
tween the FBI and the Secret Sci'vice prior to the assassination was as 
effective as it Should have been. With regard to this comment, it IS 
noted that prior to the assassination of President Kennedy the FBI 
disseminated to the Secret Service all Information which came into 
its possession which it believed would be of value to the Secret 5er 
vice In carrying out its responsibilities. It is noted that at no time 
did Secret Service expx-ess discontent nor did It furnish a wi itten _ u s 
criteria regarding its needs. ^ ^ 

Since the assassination of the President there was a complete 
rc-cvaluatUm of ouI^Ulb^minat ion policy with regard to information _ 
that might be of interest to^Cccyet Service. Now criteria were es- ^ 
tablishcd and following the establishment of the new cr i, v J^ a JJ® JJJJ 
been following the new procedures which wore adopted. These „ C £ l <L 
Fare the subject of a separate memorandum that was prepared on j-TO-6d.- 
4 " ■ c. 



r*.'- 
■ rf 









-,tV' 



i;i>. uklixint - uk. tolson 

RE: KIUXHtT of Tin: pilksudkht's ooiujission 



- oA 



Vr< 

Ln/ inter. 



1 j ■ ; 

V,-** " 

a g en gy> c/>i:un i 1 1 C e _ 



In addition, we have determined that T ^. ; _, 

and program arc being established by the Treasury Department/ to de-_ 
velop more effective criteria for’ dissomiha lion' oi data to Secret 
Service, The Committee will include represon tat ives of the President f s 
Office of Science and Technology, Department of Defense, Central In- 
telligence Agency, FiM, and Secret Service* This Interagency Con- 
mitt ee has not reached the stage of development to extend invitations 
to the FBI and others, but is expected to do so soon* It is noted 
that since the adoption of the Bureau's new criteria for dissemination. 
Secret Service has undo available in writing to the Bureau the criteria 
upon which they desire to receive information. It is noted that the 
Bureau's criteria is broader in scope than the written criteria fur- 
nished by Secret Service, w * 

The report of the Commission gives the Bureau credit for the 
amount of investigative effort since the assassination and mentions 
that 00 additional FBI personnel were sent to Dallas to assist ia the 
investigation, that we had conducted noi'c than 25,000 interviews and 
as of 9-11—64 submitted more than 2300 reports comprising some 25,400 
pages. ’ ‘ ' ; ' 

In referring to the identification of 20 latent fingerprints 
and 8 latent palmpriuts, the Commission discussed the identities 
other than Oswald that were identified with the latent prints. The 
Commission in their wording stated '’most of the prints were found to 
have been placed on the cartons by an FBI clerk and a Dallas police 
officer." The true facts arc that it was determined that a clerk in 
the Dallas Office was identified with five latent fingerprints and 
one latent pa Imprint and the remaining latent fingerprints and four 
of the paltiprints were determined to bo those of a Dallas police of- 
ficer. In connection with the clerk in the Dallas Office, lie was re— 

; sponsible for the wrapping of the cartons for transmittal to the 
Bureau, 

In discussing the shooting of Dallas police officer «I. B. 

Tipplt s the Commission states that certain witnesses to this shoot- 
ing were interviewed by thu FBI ,r tw?L filter t ® 

It looted the shooting of the Dallas police officer by Oswald va- : 
completely a local matter within the ^Jurisdiction o n * ^ T- 

lice Department and the Bureau did. not attempt to x 

vestination concerning this shooting* The Bureau dx 1 ' 
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Laboratory facilities to the Dallas Police Depart men t in this matter* 
llo interviews were conducted relative to the Tippit shooting until 
inquests wore received from the President “s Commission to do so c i ■ 

Concerning the various interrogations of Lee Harvey Oswald/ 
the Corliss ion comments on the small si^o of the interview room in 
the Dallas Police Department and states that up to 25 different per- 
sous participated In those interviews* There is no clear cut state-* 
ment ns to the number of individuals that participated in these in- V 
terviews at any given time* In this regard it is noted that 1 Agent 
participated in an interview on 11-22-63 and 1 Agent participated in 
two interviews on 11-23-63* 

t Continent is also made that Oswald was not represented with 

{ counsel. The entire interviewing of Oswald was under the jurisdiction 
: of the Dallas Police Department, not the FDI, and the Bureau had no 
\ control over the conditions under which the interviews wei'e taking ( ■ 
j place. V. 

I The report states an FBI Agent is quoted as stating the con-, 

dltions at the Dallas Polico Department were like Grand Central 
Station or the Yankee Stadium. Tim Agent in the footnote is identi- 
f.ied’as Special Agent James In this regard Agent Hosty's 
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testimony does reflect that he ilado such a coiju-ient when 
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The report stales that the Director Vicivt 1 a message to Dallas 
(Chief of Police Curry on 11—22—63, urging the Chief to afford Oswald 
| utmost security. The repprt states Chief Curry did not recall rcceiv- 
' ing this message. SAC Shanklin assures that an .„ojL\al_ncssasp was de- 
livered by Special Agent Manning C. ClOLionts irXicdiateiy' after receiv- 
ing instructions iron the Puic.au to so advise Gtiiof Curry, (See £A. Clcpie 
Dallas report 11/30/63* pa go 29 * paragraph S) . M X 

The report in discussing Chief Curry's period it'*' press releases 

• on the developments in the assassination during the initial stag^SA 

; quotes the Director as being extremely coucuinec ever those press 'U;- 

• laasts^and quotes from the Director’s testimony in this regard. 
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f In referring to interviews of Ruth Paine by Special Agent llosty 
report states she was questioned concerning Oswald’s whereabouts auw 
promised to advise the FBI whore he was residing and also to furnish 
the FBI any pertinent info mat ion concerning him* A comment is jnado 
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that Huth Paine v/as not afiked to furnish Oswald's telephone number in.--*'../ ^ : 
Dallas and that who did not volunteer this Information although she " t ,f 
had such information in lici- possession© .■ _ . . . , ’ :■'# *■,- , ■'. 



The Commission has relied very heavily upon the technical find- 
ings of the FBI Laboratory to support their conclusions as to the 
identity of the assassin and our Laboratory findings aro not presented 
in an unfavorable li^ht* In some instances, reportedly in the jlU^ 
t crests of impart iality, because of deep involvement of the FBI in the 
investigation of the ease, the Commission had other experts examine ^ 
evidence upon which we had submitted reports* Upon be inn challenged 
by the Bureau at the time on the basis oi a lack of confidence, the 
Commission denied any such lack of confidence* There were no ir.ipoit&nfc 
or significant differences between our findings and those of the other 
exocrts* This was particularly true of all crucial examinations such 
as^ the identification of the assassination bullets as having been fired 
in OswaldLs rifle and the identification of Oswald* s handwriting on 
documents establishing his ownership of the assassination rifle* ;■ 
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was a dif- 
instances 



As a matter of Interest, in ft lew instances, there 
fercncc of degree noted in certain of the findings* These 
arc discussed in detail below, j. 

On u,i;;es 677 :iml 670 the report sets forth that FOI Laboratory 
experts identified all writing on a vaccination certificate found ar.iong 

1 A . .. i i » ^ ^ -nil'll- fhp fjin t.ij m 
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i Oswald’s belongings ns being Oswald’s handwriting except the sigua^ ur 
1 "A j.ilidoel 11 wliich was too distorted to identify or nonidentify. ,«lwyn 
Hqoie* Treasury Uepa.v Uicnt document expert identified all writing incluG- 
j ?Kc -,i a j pideel" signature as being Oswald's. On the other hand. Cole 
. j was unable to identify or nonidentify a rubber stamp Lit which belonged 
il to Oswald with rubber stamp impressions on this vaccination ceitificate. 
i The FCI Laboratory expert was able to identify certain o-_the stamped 
V words as hav Liv been made by Oswald’s stamp hit. Uieso minoi vanances 
\ Are not contradictory and arc overshadowed by the conclusive agreement 
Vof bSh experts that Oswald prepared most of the vn-iting appearing on 
. th^crtlficiito. K -.^wc*-»U-rv«v 

■"^OrTpaseToC of fheVeport /relative t^thJ bullet that had Joe 
1 fired into the home of 11 a j or General' How in iT^TThlaer on - 1 nendeat * 

Si^mio'rL^coll'ol^oV'-tLr'ihoro is a fair gy.llia" 

££? 'too 2Slt.ot »as M f rota the rifle used is the assassiuation. . 
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MR. BELMONT - MR. T0IJ3ON ‘ ■ ' : ' • ' • 

RE: REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION _ .1':^! 

^ ...... .. 

The Nicol referred to hereinbefore is Joseph Nicol, Superintendent . ■' ... ; ‘ . 

of the Illinois Slate Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation, called ln , ' -;- - , 

by the Commission as an Independent firearms examiner. . . ' 

An examination of this bullet In the FBI Laboratory by three top firearms 
Specialists conducting separate and independent examinations revealed it to be so 
extremely mutilated that there was not sufficient evidence remaining on which to 
base a conclusion as to whether or not the bullet recovered from Walker's house ' 
had been fired from the assassination weapon. One of the experts correcQy tcsUfied 
before the Commission that the Fill docs not use a category of "probable" 
identifications, and that unless a missile or cartridge case can be identified as 
coining from a particular weapon to the exclusion of all others! the i BI docs not 

I ln explaining the difference between his polic^ anU that of the FBI on the matter 
of probable identification before the Commission, Nicol admitted that he could not 
identify the gun "to the exclusion of all other guns." . „ . r .. • - • - 

The Commission took due cognizance of this in its evaluation of tins matter, 
and the Commission states in its summation that it recognizes that neither expert was 
able to state the bullet which missed General Walker was fired from Qswala s rifle. 

Relative to the firearms examinations of the four bullets removed from the body 
of Dallas Police Officer J. D. Tippit, mid the four cartridge cases found near the 
scene ol the murder of Tippit, the Commission notes that both the experts juid . 

Nicol identified all four cartridge cases as having been fired m Oswald's J®'® 1 *®?* 
thus establishing Oswald's revolver as the murder weapon. ln the case ?^buUcte 
the Commission notes that Nicol differed with the l BI experts Revolver ’ 

Nicol identifying one of these bullets as having been fired from Oswald s revolver. 

The findings of three top FBI examiners concerning the bullets were to Uie effect 
that, because of mutilation and the inconsistent nature of the Individual markings 
on the bullets there was not sufficient evidence remaining on which to base a 
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the findings of the FBI Labrador J were arrived at independently 
ir ton firearms identification specialists and there definitely 
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by three of our top firearms identification spec! 
was no foundation l>r NicoPs conclusion A it is obvious 
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that he was influenced by circumstances surrounding the case in arriv— 
il'C at his decision* ^ 4 J ^ ^ . 

— J- ' a \ l-tl 

Iji devaluating the evidence concerning Tippit *s murder on page 
17G of tlio report, the Commission completely] ignored the identification 
made by Hied* This illustrates how heavily the Comiission relied upon 
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ACTION 

The foregoing is submitted for information concerning the report 
submitted by tho President's Commission. 
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